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Lab 2 – Make Data Connections Dynamic 

 

Overview 

The goal of this Lab activity is to orient you with the DynamicDCs XTP’s useful features for migrating 

your forms to other site locations. With the aid of qRules, the painful process of having to go through 

and manually update Submit and Query data connections to point to your new SharePoint site can 

now be eliminated. 

Supported Data Connections 

• Submit to Library 

• SharePoint List mappings via qRules' SubmitToSharePointList command 

• Library query 

• List query 

• GetUserProfileByName 

Forms may have one or more of these data type connections mentioned above, except for the 

GetUserProfileByName, which is often used only once. 

Add the Dynamic DCs XTP 

1. Open Lab 2 - Dynamic DCs Start.xsn in Design mode. 

2. Under the Home Tab, expand the Controls section 

 

3. Click Add or Remove Custom Controls. 

4. Click Add. 

5. Select Template Part. 
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6. Click Next. 

7. At the next page, click Browse and locate the DynamicDCs.xtp2 file 

 

8. Click Finish and close the Custom Control Wizard. The DynamicDCs XTP should now be 

available at the Custom Controls section: 
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9. Point your mouse cursor at the bottom of the form canvas and select the DynamicDCs from 

the Custom Controls section. This should add the XTP section to your form. All the instructions 

on how to update the XTP rules are included within the XTP section. 
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Add qRules Logic 

This section assumes that your form already has qRules injected. Inject qRules if you haven’t done 

so; otherwise, proceed with the action steps below. 

1. At the QdabraRules’ finishedLoading node, add a rule and give it an appropriate label such 

as Run Dynamic DCs (be sure that this rule runs second from the top). 



 

 

5 | P a g e  

 

 

2. Click Add to add an action. 

 

 

3. For the Target field, select the RunOnLoad node located under the Actions group of the 

XtpLogic_DynamicsDCs data source. 
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4. Set the field’s value to the value go. 

 

5. Expand the qRulesTemp section and click the rule named 'Set qRules [edit]' located in the 

XtpLogic_DynamicDCs data source /XtpLogic/qRulesTemp/tempCommand node. 
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6. Select the first action and point this to the QdabraRules’ Command node. 
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7. Set the next action’s value to the QdabraRules’ Result node. And repeat the same for the rest 

of the actions – setting the tempSuccess field to the QdabraRules Success node and the 

tempError field to the QdabraRules Error node. 

 

 Here’s what it should now look like: 
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Enable the Dynamic Data Connections Logic 

The Expense Report sample has two data connections that we can convert to dynamic: 

 

These data connections falls into supported types below: 

• Submit to Library 

• GetUserProfileByName 

Under the XtpLogic_DynamicDCs data source,  proceed to XtpLogic → Actions → 

ChangeConnection node, notice the last five rules labeled with '[enable - disable]' – which are 

disabled by default: 
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These rules trigger the logic for updating the target data connections to point to the new site 

where FormsViewer is installed. 

To enable the data connection update logic needed by your form, simply right click on the Action 

rule and click Enable. In the Expense Report sample, we will enable Submit to Library and 

GetUserProfileByName: 

 

Modify the Data Connections and point them to the library/list 

In this section, we will specify the data connection names and the target library. 

1. Proceed to XtpLogic → Actions → Connections group of the of the XtpLogic_DynamicDCs 

data source. 
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2. Click on the submitLibraries node.  

3. Select the first 'SharePoint Library Submit [edit]' rule.  

 

4. For the first action, modify '[Enter Submit Data Connection Name]' with the name of the 

Submit to Library data connection in the Expense Report form. 

 

5. For the next action, modify '[Enter Library Name]' to the actual name of the SharePoint Library 

you are submitting to – Expense Report Library. 
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This will automatically redirect the data to the target library located on the site or subsite where 

your FormsViewer is installed. 

6. The GetUserProfileByName data connection name are often left as is. If your form's 

GetUserProfileByName data connection uses a different data connection name, proceed to: 

 

7. Delete the XTP section in the form canvas and the DynamicDCs group in the Main schema 
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8. After making these changes, save the XSN. 

 

Test the form 

1. Upload the updated Expense Report form to FormsViewer. You may also try to upload the 

end form provided in Lab 2 → Lab 2 – Dynamic DCs End.xsn 

2. Click the Hidden Debug button in the footer section – this is showing as the Form Solution 

Version at the bottom: 
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3. This will redirect you to the form’s debug view. See how qRules runs the commands to change 

the data connection URLs on the fly: 
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4. If you go back to the Data Connections, you’ll see that these are originally pointing to a 

different site: 
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5. Fill out the Expense Report form and submit – verify that it submitted to the Expense Report 

Library in your site. 

Think about how you can leverage this XTP to your existing forms – you can now deploy your forms 

to dev or prod environment with less effort by just plugging this tool. 

 

Contact Information 

Qdabra Software Phone:   877.544.2389 

218 Main Street, Email:   Support@Qdabra.com 

Suite 731, Website: http://www.qdabra.com 

Kirkland, WA 

98033 

Community: http://www.infopathdev.com 
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